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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. THURMOND).

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Fa-
ther Thomas Acker, president, Wheel-
ing Jesuit University, Wheeling, WV,
will give the prayer. He is a guest of
Senator BYRD.

We are glad to have you with us.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain, Father Thomas
Acker, offered the following prayer:

Let us pray:

Heavenly Father, from whom each of
us comes and to whom each of us must
return, we daily finger the coins of our
realm. On each coin of this Republic is
inscribed our invocation, our prayer,
and our petition: “In God We Trust.”
“If You Yahweh, do not build the
house, in vain the mason’s toil: If You
Yahweh, do not guard the city, in vain
the sentrys watch.”—Psalm 127. Even
as we hold this prayerful coin in our
fingers, we acknowledge that You hold
us in the palm of Your hand. Lord, in
You we trust.

We open this deliberative day of Sen-
ate life, this last Thursday of July, the
month of our independence, assured
that You watch over us; indeed, we are
the apple of Your eye. Bring Your light
to our deliberations, Your wisdom to
our decisions, Your peace to our out-
comes. May the seed that we plant be
like the tiny mustard seed, growing
strong of stem, bountiful in branches,
and laden with good fruit.

The Senators, men and women of
leadership, bow their heads before You,
and ask Your blessing. Lord of the Uni-
verse, in both faith and humility, the
Senators pray: Prosper the work of our
hands, prosper the work of our hands.
In God we trust. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable Rob GRAMS, a Senator
from the State of Minnesota, led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

Senate

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able Senator from Florida is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, today the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business until 11 a.m., for those Sen-
ators who wish to make final state-
ments in remembrance of our former
friend and colleague, Senator PAUL
COVERDELL.

Following morning business, Senator
designate Zell Miller will be sworn in
to serve as United States Senator.
After the ceremony and a few remarks,
the Senate will proceed to a cloture
vote on the motion to proceed to the
energy and water appropriations bill.
At the conclusion of the vote, the Sen-
ate will proceed to the consideration of
the conference report to accompany
the Department of Defense appropria-
tions bill, with a vote to occur at ap-
proximately 3:15 p.m. For the remain-
der of the day, the Senate is expected
to begin postcloture debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to the energy and water
appropriations bill.

It is hoped that a vote on cloture on
the motion to proceed to the PNTR
China legislation can be moved to
occur at a time to be determined dur-
ing today’s session. | thank my col-
leagues for their attention.

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 2940 AND S. 2941

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | under-
stand there are two bills at the desk
due for their second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
GRAMS). The clerk will report the bills
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2940) to authorize additional as-
sistance for international malaria control,
and to provide for coordination and consulta-
tion in providing assistance under the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 with respect to
malaria, HIV, and tuberculosis.

A bill (S. 2941) to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to provide mean-
ingful campaign finance reform through re-
quiring better reporting, decreasing the role
of soft money, and increasing individual con-
tribution limits, and for other purposes.

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | object to
further proceedings on these bills at
this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the rule, the bills will be placed on the
calendar.

The Senator from West Virginia.

GUEST CHAPLAIN FATHER
THOMAS S. ACKER, S.J.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, | commend
the Senate’s guest Chaplain today, Fa-
ther Thomas S. Acker, S.J., for his elo-
quent prayer opening today’s session of
the United States Senate.

For the last 18 years, Fr. Acker has
been serving as President of Wheeling
Jesuit University in Wheeling, West
Virginia.

During that time, Wheeling Jesuit
University has grown to become one of
the leading universities in the State of
West Virginia, and much of that
growth is due to the insight and hard
work of this Jesuit priest. During Fr.
Acker’s tenure at Wheeling Jesuit, the
enrollment has doubled—doubled—and
the number of buildings and square
footage on campus has more than dou-
bled. The addition of the Robert C.
Byrd National Technology Transfer
Center, the Erma Ora Byrd Center for
Educational Technologies, and the
Alan B. Mollohan Challenger Learning
Center on campus places Wheeling Jes-
uit University in a unique position for
growth into the 21st Century, which
will begin next year, and has made a
difference in the lives of the residents
of West Virginia and beyond.
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